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support for the new secondary curriculum

ASPECT

Over the period of Phase, from 3 August 2009 to end of March 2010, Aspect, under the umbrella of
CfBT and together with the Subject Associations will:

e Continue to reinforce the three statutory aims of the New Secondary Curriculum and the
importance of the three curriculum planning questions
Stress the Importance Statement, the Concepts and Processes for each Foundation Subject

o Encourage local networks and events in order to ensure sustainability of developments after
March 2010

o Develop sources of support including: resources, case studies and the CfBT website
Develop cross curricular planning events in which a number of subjects work together to
support curriculum coherence

e Ensure that schools and Local Authorities are kept up to date with the role out of Assessing
Pupil Progress and the Assessment for Learning Strategy

Aspect’s particular role for Phase Three will include:

¢ Continuation of this regular E-newsletter for Local Authorities to distribute across their service
and to schools.

e Liaison with Local Authorities to identify schools that would benefit from the range of support

available from the Subject Associations.

Co-ordination of regional events agreed with Local Authorities

Face to face updating and presentations for Local Authority teams where requested

Working with Local Authorities to generate “Case Studies for Learning”

Production of toolkits for Local Authorities to use.

e Curriculum coherence

« Increasing learners’ commitment to learning

« Disciplined Innovation

« Auditing progress

 Supporting the role of governors in relation to the New Secondary Curriculum

* Cross curricular learning

For details please contact your Regional Adviser - details can be found at the end of this section.
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support for the new secondary curriculum

EVALUATION

The response from local authorities to the interim evaluation of the implementation of the New
Secondary Curriculum has been good, 40% of Local Authorities completed and returned the short
guestionnaire and 23 participated in the in-depth interview. The general picture emerging is positive
with a majority of Local Authorities saying that both they and schools are now better prepared to
implement the New Secondary Curriculum. However the response from Local Authorities did say that,
whilst a significant number of schools are innovative and developing an engaging curriculum, there are
others that have yet to engage fully and take advantage of the increased flexibility.

We will provide a more detailed picture from the outcomes of this evaluation in the next edition of the
newsletter.

SUMMER 2009

Over the next two months Aspect Regional Advisers will be contacting you to discuss the support you
want both for schools and Local Authority teams, until the end of March 2010. If the Named Link
person for your Local Authority has changed please notify your Regional Adviser — see list below

REGION NAME Associate Email

South East & South West Martin Baxter martin.baxter@sageinterim.co.uk
North West Maxine Froggatt maxinefroggatt@yahoo.co.uk
Yorks & Humberside Judith Hibbert judith.hibbert@ntlworld.com
West Midlands Pat Lockett pat@lockett74.freeserve.co.uk
Eastern Bill Miller bill@csnconsultancy.co.uk

East Midlands John Pearce johnpearce@ntlworld.com
London Vicki Pite victoria@pites.globalnet.co.uk
North East John Smith etc@smoaklands.com
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support for the new secondary curriculum

Specialist Schools and Academies Trust

SSAT has been working for over a year to develop awareness of the New Secondary Curriculum and
wider 11-19 reforms. Our team of lead practitioners has been supporting schools in understanding the
ways the New Secondary Curriculum is impacting upon schools, teachers, students and the wider
community via a programme of events and resources.

Now is an opportune time to reflect on the recent changes which have significantly impacted on our
schools this academic year.

* Removal of Key Stage 3 national tests.
» Introduction of the first diploma lines.
» Introduction of a New National Curriculum at Key Stage 3.

The next phase of the programme will therefore focus on evaluating the impact of curriculum changes.

To support this work, SSAT has developed a curriculum design evaluation toolkit built around five
themes:

« visions, values, principles and ethos

e engagement

* dimensions

» standards, outcomes and assessment
« efficiency.

The toolkit has been designed to be interactive and can feed directly into schools’ self-evaluation
processes. It can also guide schools in setting priorities and the pace of change to achieve curricular
aims.

The toolkit will be disseminated via our free events in June and July 2009, which will focus on the third
key question posed by the New Secondary Curriculum; ‘how well are we achieving our aims’?
Delegates at these events will be led through an evaluative process which will focus on how their
curriculum is currently enabling learning, leading to future development. SSAT lead practitioners will be
present and delegates will be given networking time to discuss issues. We are also holding events
with a particular focus on special education for colleagues from special schools.

Although the events’ content is focused on school leaders we do encourage local authority officers to
attend to see the processes schools are using to evaluate and develop their curriculum. We would
appreciate any local marketing and encouragement local authority officers are able to undertake to
ensure schools take up their entitlement.

We hope the programme can compliment the work your local authority is doing the on curriculum in a
variety of ways.

e Providing a high quality event for your schools that you are then able to build on and reference
locally.

e Providing a focus for your own work with schools who will have a common reference for self-
evaluation of their curriculum provision.

e Providing a bespoke, local version of the event working alongside cluster or local authority support
which we are able to offer free of charge.
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Dates and Venues

London Tuesday 16™ June 2009
Manchester  Tuesday 23" June 2009
Bristol Wednesday 24" June2009
Cambridge  Friday 26™ June 2009
Nottingham  Wednesday 1% July 2009
Weybridge  Thursday 2™ July 2009
York Thursday 2™ July 2009
Newcastle Tuesday 7" July 2009
Falmouth Thursday 9™ July 2009
London Friday 10" July 2009

Birmingham Tuesday 14™ July 2009

Special School events:

Monday 15" June
Birmingham  Friday 19" June 2009
Tuesday 9" June 2009

London

Newcastle

Central Hall Westminster
Renaissance Manchester Hotel
Ashton Court Mansion

De Vere University Arms
Nottingham Racecourse
Mercedes Benz World

York Racecourse Conference Centre
The Sage, Gateshead

St. Michaels Hotel & Spa
Central Hall Westminster

The Belfry

Central Hall Westminster
The Belfry

Newcastle Marriott Hotel Gosforth Park

The easiest way to register for an event is online at www.ssatrust.org.uk/curriculumdesign.

Our Lives, Our Curriculum

When planning curriculum change, one of the most important groups to engage is the young people
who will experience it. To tap into this resource, SSAT has worked with Two Four communications to

produce Our Lives, Our Curriculum.

The project has created a film resource based on the experiences and journeys of twenty year 7
students entering secondary education in the year the New Secondary Curriculum was introduced.
Each young person has a 3 minute profile film on our website and together they provide a wide range
of experiences of the curriculum which can help stimulate discussion amongst staff about
developments. Go to www.ssatrust.org.uk/curriculumdesign to view all 20 profile films.

For further information on any of SSAT’s work please email curriculumdesign@ssatrust.org.uk

CfBT

Education Trust
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nsead

National Society for Education in Art & Design

Website : www.nsead.org e-mail : nscsupport@nsead.org

Art and design free new Secondary Curriculum support- NSEAD working in partnership
with Local Authorities

The NSEAD art and design team responsible for the support programme for the new Secondary
Curriculum in art and design is available to work flexibly with local authorities in delivering FREE art and
design training as a partnership activity. The team is able to plan and deliver a half day session for
secondary art and design teachers within local authorities, or for teachers in adjacent local authorities
working together.

This event will have a presentation by a National Subject Lead covering the Art and Design POS and
their implications, and a follow up audit activity which establishes development areas for individual
schools attending. Some of the extensive support material that has now been developed, including web
based case studies and DVDs, show cross curricular approaches integrating art and design with other
disciplines.

It would be the responsibility of the LA to send out publicity to their schools, provide the venue and meet
any catering requirements; NSEAD would plan and deliver the programme content and interactive
workshop activities for the event, with local RSA(s) in attendance, who could subsequently contribute to
any network that might develop from the event.

If there is someone in the local authority who would like to follow up this offer of free support could you
please contact John Bowden, joint National Subject Leader for art and design in the New Secondary
Curriculum, by e mail at nscsupport@nsead.org, or by telephone on 07947582012.

If you wish to discuss an alternative programme for an event, or any other ways in which the team might
work with art and design teachers in local authorities please do not hesitate to make contact.

Education Trust '
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support for the new secondary curriculum

Association for Language Learning
Website : www.all-nsc.org.uk e-mail : kathywicksteed @tiscali.co.uk

Video case studies: innovation in action

Two new videos for languages show how innovative practice is having a significant impact on pupils’
progress. Although the approach in the two schools is very different, each draws on key aspects of the
revised programme of study and the wider New Curriculum. The summaries below give a flavour of
each film.

Subject content and language: moving achievement from good to outstanding

Chenderit School is a mixed 11-18 comprehensive in rural
Northamptonshire with Arts specialist status. As part of its
goal to move from good to outstanding, the school has set
up a new initiative in which all pupils in Year 7 learn ICT,
Geography or PSHE through the medium of French or
German, alongside their normal language lessons. The
Deputy Head, Judith Woodfield, has been the driving force
behind this development, inspired by the successful
introduction of immersion language teaching (often called
Content and Language Integrated Learning, or CLIL) at her
previous school.

At the time of filming, the pupils have been at the school for just under one term, and are already
coping confidently with their immersion lessons. The language teachers have worked closely with
colleagues in the other subjects to design sequences of learning, which have clearly structured
activities, use plenty of visuals and include support materials such as writing frames. The initiative is
proving popular with pupils and parents, and pupils’ linguistic progress has been excellent, particularly
in speaking. Seeing how well the pupils deal with language at a higher cognitive level is leading to a
reassessment of the topics covered in normal language lessons.

11 ect o CfBT
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support for the new secondary curriculum

Case Study

Art & Design : A New Secondary Curriculum Event in Barking and Dagenham
This featured a Summer School exhibition and Sculpture installation.

The many and varied case study materials on the NSEAD website proved to be an invaluable resource
when addressing a new curriculum day organised by Nigel Sagar, Senior Adviser with oversight of Art
and Design in Barking and Dagenham. In my role as Regional Subject Adviser | was able to make a
presentation with these well presented case study materials with reference to the QCA ‘Big Picture’
document and new programmes of study. At this event the teachers attending were immediately able to
use these materials as a tool to audit/review their current Schemes of Work in order to address the key
areas of focus in the New Secondary Curriculum.

The whole day was conducted successfully in a small and intimate conference style which included
various discussions and opportunities for teachers to view student work across all key stages.
Delegates explored what Key Stage 3-4 might look like, creating their own objectives for action. The
event was based at Jo Richardson Community School in Barking so as to involve an exciting project
that had been worked on during the Autumn Term by Jim Scott, a Freelance Art consultant who works
for London Borough of Barking and Dagenham on a regular basis, and the Art Department headed by
Mustafa Hassan. This was an installation project involving 3D life sized cardboard figures produced by
Year 9 students. With logistical hurdles to overcome this really impressive piece of Art work provided
them with a challenge as well as enjoyment through the use of texture to create definition whilst thinking
in 3D and the use of appropriate methods of construction. It was clearly a very rewarding experience.

Part of the day also included a visit to the year 9 summer school 2008 art exhibition held at the Learning
Centre in Barking. This exhibition consisted of selected Art pieces produced by year 9 students who
attended the course based at Robert Clack Comprehensive School. All secondary schools in the
borough were invited to nominate students who, in their opinion, would benefit most from the
experience.

Led again by Jim Scott this summer school event is organised annually and enables 30 students to
work intensively for two weeks in fabulous locations including Tate Modern, the Henry Moore
foundation, Tate Britain, The Naval Museum at Chatham and Chelsea School of Art. It was explained at
the event that the participants worked in paint, print, drawing and 3D. Working also with other
practitioners Jim Scott involved a team including colleagues from the Royal Academy, Chelsea School
of Art and a number of teachers in the borough. It also included work which resulted from involvement
in “The Big Draw’ notably two large scale charcoal drawings instigated by Jim Scott and produced by St
Margaret’'s Primary and Barking Abbey School.

16 ect o CfBT
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“The show clearly demonstrated what students are capable of when they are motivated and challenged”
Nigel Sagar explained; “the work holds lessons for people concerned with education at all stages, from
early years to A level”. | was amazed and excited by the way that all of this work linked in really well
with the focus on KS3 New Curriculum and many of the issues discussed by John Bowden in the last
issue of A'N’'D. Some very exciting work is being carried out in Barking and Dagenham schools across
all Key stages and it is immensely encouraging and inspiring to witness what Nigel Sagar and Jim Scott
through the Art Base at the Westbury Centre have been engaged in. Through their excellent
partnership they are clearly making a positive impact on Art departments that are often operating under
challenging circumstances.

Nigel Sagar also gave an effective and thought provoking power point presentation to illustrate some of
his thoughts and observations on 3-19 Art Education and transition issues in light of the very exciting
work and good practice being carried out in the borough.

| look forward to hearing more from Nigel Sagar himself on developing understanding of the theory and
practice of creativity as he posed questions on what challenges should be given to students at the age
of fourteen for a new creative climate.

Marlene Wylie is the Secondary Teaching and Learning consultant for art and design at
Hackney Technology and Learning Centre

FREE New Secondary Curriculum support for schools is still available

Knowledgeable Regional Subject Advisers such as Marlene Wylie, who wrote this report, are available
to work with groups of teachers in understanding the New Secondary Art and Design Curriculum, and
capitalising on the opportunities it presents WITHOUT COST. To request the services of an RSA
simply send an e mail to John Bowden, who is the joint National Subject Leader for art and design, at
nscsupport@nsead.orq stating clearly the name and school of the facilitator, other schools/ individuals
that are to be involved, and the nature of the development activity you are suggesting. An RSA will be
in contact within 21 working days.
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Calendar of events

Citizenship

ACT National Conference: Using IT to Campaign for Change — on 9" June 2009 at British Library,

London

Design & Technology Conference

A Platform for Success: The Design and Technology Association Education and International Research
Conference 2009 at Loughborough University on Tuesday 30 June to Thursday 2 July 2009

Specialist Schools and Academies Trust

Free events to be held at:

London Tuesday 16™ June 2009
Manchester Tuesday 23" June 2009
Bristol Wednesday 24" June 2009
Cambridge Friday 26™ June 2009
Nottingham Wednesday 1% July 2009
Weybridge Thursday 2™ July 2009
York Thursday 2™ July 2009
Newcastle Tuesday 7™ July 2009
Falmouth Thursday 9™ July 2009
London Friday 10" July 2009
Birmingham Tuesday 14™ July 2009
18

Central Hall Westminster
Renaissance Manchester Hotel
Ashton Court Mansion

De Vere University Arms

Nottingham Racecourse

Mercedes Benz World

York Racecourse Conference Centre
The Sage, Gateshead

St. Michaels Hotel & Spa

Central Hall Westminster

The Belfry



support for the new secondary curriculum

Special School events:

London Monday 15" June 2009 Central Hall Westminster

Birmingham Friday 19" June 2009 The Belfry

Newcastle Tuesday 9" June 2009 Newcastle Marriott Hotel Gosforth
Park

The easiest way to register for an event is online at www.ssatrust.org.uk/curriculumdesign. You are also
able to register by sending back the enclosed faxback form.

NSCoPSE

NSCoPSE 20™ Annual National Conference
Conference - PSHE Education Comes of Age ~ Unlocking the door to the future

NSCoPSE is the professional organisation for LEA advisers, inspectors and advisory teachers with
responsibility for all aspects of personal and social education, including health education and
citizenship. Membership also includes independent consultants and inspectors, as well as health
promotion professionals.

This year, NSCoPSE is 21 and we are hosting our 20" Annual National Conference on Tuesday 6" &
Wednesday 7" October at Brandon Hall, Coventry, CV8 3FW.

Conference delegates can join NSCoPSE for a reduced fee of £30. Reduced rates for members
confirming attendance before 31st July; further reductions for additional delegate(s) from the same
authority.

Last years speakers included Mick Waters, Margaret Jones and Baroness Morris of Yardley. Further
details to be announced but application forms are available from www.NSCoPSE.org.uk
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